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Thomas H. Johnson, Jr.
Direct Dial: 919.981.4006
tjohnson@williamsmullen.com

May 13, 2020
Town of Cornelius Planning and Zoning
Attn: Mr. Wayne Herron
21445 Catawba Ave.
PO Box 399
Cornelius, NC 28031
RE: Conditional Zoning Application for Parcel # 00147107, 19328 Lake Norman Cove
Dear Mr. Herron,
We represent PeakNet and submit this application and associated documentation in
support of their application. The subject parcel is owned by Duke Energy and PeakNet is an entity
related to Duke Energy. The site located at 19328 Lake Norman Cove, is an existing electrical
substation with a 115’ stealth communications tower on the property. In order to meet the need
for evolving wireless technologies and increased demand for wireless services, the carriers on
the tower have requested that PeakNet increase the tower height so that they can install better,
more advanced antenna equipment to improve customer coverage and quality in the Lake
Norman area.
As discussed in our pre-application meeting on May 28, 2019, the site is already generally
concealed by natural vegetation and is located in an area that needs improved wireless service.
In order to provide better coverage to wireless customers, PeakNet is requesting a modification
of Section 6.2.20.B of the Land Development Code (LDC). This section states that towers must
be of a stealth design. No other variation from the LDC is being requested as the site and
proposed replacement tower would be in compliance with all other requirements of Section 6.2.20.
The site is in the VC zoning district, which does not have a maximum structure height (6.2.20.B),
and there is not another tower within one (1) mile of the site (6.2.20.E). Any necessary landscape
buffers or screening will be provided as per sections 3.2.20.F and 6.2.20.H, but the existing natural
vegetation is currently providing the buffer for this site. We ask that the Town determine that the
existing vegetation is sufficient to meet the landscaping requirements.
We have provided with our application package photo simulations and site line renderings
from various viewpoints to show the difference in visual impact between the replacement 199’
standard monopole tower versus the current 115’ concealed antenna tower. The visual impact is
minimal and any impacts are far outweighed by the benefit of being able to provide better more
advanced coverage to the surrounding area, as well as the ability to have more carriers collocate
their equipment on the replacement tower. The standard monopole tower does not have the space
constraints of a stealth unipole and because of changes in technology, the carriers need more
space that a unipole can accommodate. Also, the additional height will allow a greater coverage
area and more space for new carriers, maximizing the use of this existing tower site and avoiding
the need for a new site in the same area.
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If you require any additional information or have any questions regarding the application,
please contact me at 919-961-4006 or tjohnson@williamsmullen.com.
Sincerely,

Thomas H. Johnson, Jr.

